CHAPTER   0

THE  FIRST  QUARRY

As conditions in Europe grew more propitious for a
colonial venture, Signor Mussolini had to decide finally
upon his objective. Ethiopia was the obvious choice. It
was the only considerable area in Africa which still
maintained its independence. There is some evidence
that he considered the Portuguese colonies in South
Africa as a possible alternative, but gave up the idea
because it would be likely to cause friction with England.
Probably at this time Signer Mussolini honestly believed
that Ethiopia's independence, and her membership of
Jhe League of Nations, were matters unlikely to cause
serious difficulties. There were other independent coun-
tries in the Near and Middle East, but none of them
were attractive to the Empire builder. Saudi Arabia,
Persia, Afghanistan all suggested barren lands and
pugnacious men. They were also Moslem, and the Duce
did not wish to alienate the Islamic world, Ethiopia
had the advantage of Being heretically Christian, it had
a reputation as a fertile land, undeveloped and full of
minerals, and its people .had not the same recent
experience of war nor the same skill in arms as races
Eke the Afghans.

We shall never know whether Signor Mussolini- him-
self believed in the fabled riches of Ethiopia. He may
have trusted in the reports of the many Italian consuls,
who were scattered about the country, without having
anything to do except spy out the land and keep in
touch with local dissident chiefs. Such expatriated
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